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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EPAP, EAGR, PN 

SUBJECT: 1976 MEAT IMPORT PROGRAM 

REP: STATE 051112 

SAN JOSE FOR AGATT 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED REFTEL AFTERNOON OF MARCH 4. WE ARE INFORMING 
GOP OF NEW AGREEMENT GUIDELINES AND ALLOCATION BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
IN REPLY TO FOREIGN MINISTER'S NOTE OF JAN 12 REQUESTING VOL- 
UNTARY RESTRAINT LEVEL OF 10 MILLION POUNDS, WITH COPY FOR INFOR- 
MAL DELIVERY TO VICE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, GUSTAVO GONZALEZ, 

TO OBTAIN IMMEDIATE REACTION. GONZLEZ IS PRESENTLY AT AGRICULTURE 
MINISTRY HEADQUARTERS IN SANTIAGO, BUT IS EXPECTED BACK IN 
PANAMA CITY MARCH 8. 

2. WE FORESEE DIFFICULTIES IN CONCLUDING AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES 
BY MARCH 30 EVEN IF NO SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEMS PRESENT THEM- 
SELVES. REQUEST THAT TEXT OF AGREEMENT BE SENT WHEN AVAILABLE 
BY CABLE WITH PRIORITY PRECEDENCE OR HIGHER. 
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3. ALSO REQUEST LATEST READING OF US DATA ON IMPORTS OF MEAT 
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FROM PANAMA WHICH FALL WITHIN PURVIEW OF MEAT IMPORT PROGRAM. 
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